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Cam Brewer

of Eco-Lumber
Co-op, Burnaby,
provided columnist
Davis with these
examples of two
contrasting uses
locally of FSC-
certified forest
products. Right,
the Omicron office
in Bentall Centre
was built with FSC
material
throughout,
including the
maple in the
reception area. Far
right, the
Abbotsford
Hospital and
Cancer Centre,
being built by PCL
Constructors, is
using FSC forming
plywood.
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forestry now
clearly identified
for the consumer
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his week the Forest
; Stewardship Coun-
cil of Canada
announced receipt of inter-
national approval of B.C.
standards for FSC certifica-
tion. While this may not
sound like a big deal, it is. It
is, for example, an expansion
of the opportunity for ordi-
nary Canadians to sponsor,
with their retail preferences,
sustainable forestry.

For years, the manage-
ment, and use, of the forests
of the West Coast, American
and Canadian and on both
sides of the Coast Moun-
tains and the Cascades, have
been a highly polarized
issue.

Critical to the ecological,
economic and social welfare
of the West Coast the man-
agement of our forests has
created fierce debate
between the forestry indus-
try, environmentalists, and
First Nations.

Just 15 years ago, it would
have been nearly impossible
for these groups to be in the
same room let alone come
to an agreement on forest
management practices.
However, after nearly 10
years of negotiations, hun-
dreds of submissions, public
meetings,field-testing and
three public drafts, a con-
sensus on the province’s
FSC standards has been
reached.

WHAT IS FSC
CERTIFICATION?

Like organic food certifi-
cation, FSC-certification is a
green mark of approval that
helps consumers identify
and support responsible for-
est management. The Forest
Stewardship Council is an
international, nongovern-
ment organization that
accredits third-party certi-
fiers and facilitates the
development of forest man-
agement standards.

Founded in 1993 “to pro-
mote environmentally
responsible, socially benefi-
cial, and economically
viable management of the
world’s forests” the FSC
currently runs the world’s
only internationally active
third-party forest certifica-
tion system.

FSC certification is one of
several systems, including
the Canadian Standards
Association (CSA) and the
American Forest and Paper
Association’s Sustainable
Forestry Initiative (SFI),
commonly used in Canada.

Forest Stewardship
Council approves
B.C. standards =

Unlike, the CSA and SFI, .,
however, which were both -
created by the forestry
industry, FSC standards -
locally, nationally and inter-
nationally—are developed |
through a consensus {5
process involving a diverse,..
body of stakeholders.

B.C. participants included

- the Tembec forest-products:

1

company, Greenpeace, the
Pulp, Paper & Woodworke?,
of Canada and the Union of |
B.C. Indian Chiefs. A
FSC is also considered the'
most rigorous and holistic
of the certification systems, .
utilizing a set of 10 princi-
ples and criteria that
address such topics as the
maintenance of ecological
functions of a forest, com-
munity relations and work-
ers rights, tenure and use
rights, and the recognition
of indigenous peoples
rights. There are two types
of FSC certificates

THE FM CERTIFICATE

Forest-management certi-:
fication involves an inspec- |
tion of the forest-manage-
ment unit by an indepen-
dent FSC-accredited certifi-
cation body. If the forest
complies with FSC stan-
dards, it is issued a certifi-
cate, This allows the opera-
tion to claim that the forest
products made from the
timber in the forest come
from a responsibly managed
forest. Before a certified |
operation can sell its prod- *
ucts as FSC certified, how- |
ever, they must also obtain a
chain-of-custody certifica-
tion, an FM/COC. '

THE COC CERTIFICATE

Chain of custody certifica-"
tion ensure that the ‘promise?
of an FSC product is deliv-
ered. Operations that have
been independently verified |
for FSC COC certification
are eligible to label their = 1

products with the FSC logo. |

THE RAMIFICATIONS

Before this week there
were no provincially specific
FSC guidelines. FSC certifi-
cation has been, in effect, a
“moving target” for local
companies, explains Peter
Moonen, president of the
‘Wood Co-op on Granville
Island and vice-president of
Thinwood Forestry

Tuesday’s announcement is
not only is a major achieve-
ment in that consensus has
been reached among typical-
ly opposing factions. It is also
a declaration that B.C. now
has clear and identifiable
standards for FSC certifica-
tion.

As Moonen puts it, the
acceptance of BC's FSC stan-
dards “will enable companies
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